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(54) Generator with DC boost 

(57) A local power generation system generates a 
substantially DC inverter input voltage, which is modu- 
lated to generate a resulting output AC power signal to 
a load. The inverter input voltage may be obtained from 
an engine generator, providing an AC power signal that 
is rectified, or from a fuel cell generator providing a DC 
voltage converted to the desired voltage value at the in- 
verter input. An energy storage device helps maintain 
the DC voltage when load power increases, until the en- 
gine (orfuel cell reaction) accelerates enough to accom- 
modate the increased demand. In an uninterruptible 



power supply (UPS) application, the load draws power 
from a utility-provided AC power source until a fault oc- 
curs. When the fault occurs, the load switches its draw 
to the inverter output. The energy storage device helps 
maintain the DC voltage at the inverter input until the 
generator (engine or fuel cell) starts and accelerates to 
a level sufficient provide the DC voltage. The system 
may also include switching devices for providing unin- 
terruptible power to a critical load, while permitting a 
noncritical load to be subjected to a fault-condition for a 
short period of time, before switching to receive power 
from the inverter output. 
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Description 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0001] This document relates generally to providing 
electrical power from a fuel-powered generator. 

BACKGROUND 

[0002] Both businesses and households rely on elec- 
trical equipment powered from one-phase, two-phase, 
three-phase, or other suitable utility-provided alternat- 
ing-current (AC) power sources. However, commercial 
power reliability may not suffice for certain applications, 
for example, for computer facilities, hospitals, banking 
systems, or industrial motor loads. Therefore, a backup- 
or even an independent-local power source may be de- 
sirable to provide a supplement to or substitute for a util- 
ity-provided AC power source. 

[0003] One type of a local power sou rce is a static sys- 
tem, which typically uses an inverter to generate the 
load's AC power from a direct current (DC) battery bank. 
Providing power from such a static system for an ex- 
tended period of time, however, may require a large and 
costly bank of batteries. Another type of local power 
source is a rotary system, which typically uses a gaso- 
line or diesel engine to rotate the shaft of an AC gener- 
ator to produce an AC load current for an extended pe- 
riod of time. In such a system, a providing a stable output 
voltage signal typically requires a constant rotational 
shaft velocity. However load-switching, motor-starting, 
or other load variations may perturb shaft velocity and, 
in turn, may perturb the stability of the output voltage 
signal. A mechanical flywheel storing kinetic energy 
may assist in maintaining a constant shaft velocity. 
[0004] However, this, provides a bulky, costly, and in- 
efficient solution. For these and other reasons, the 
present inventor has recognized a need for an improved 
backup and/or substitute local AC power source. 

SUMMARY 

[0005] A local power generation system generates a 
substantially DC voltage at an inverter input, which is 
modulated to generate a resulting output AC power sig- 
nal to a load. The inverter input voltage may be obtained 
from an engine generator, providing an AC power signal 
that is rectified, or from a fuel cell generator providing a 
DC voltage that is converted to the desired voltage value 
at the inverter input. An energy storage device helps 
maintain the DC voltage when load power draw increas- 
es, until the engine (or fuel cell reaction) accelerates 
enough to accommodate the increased power demand. 
The system may also be used in an uninterruptible pow- 
er supply (UPS) application, in which the load draws 
power from a utility -provided AC power source until a 
fault condition appears. When the fault condition ap- 
pears, the load switches its power draw from the utility- 



provided AC power source to the inverter output. The 
energy storage device helps maintain the DC voltage at 
the inverter input until the generator (engine or fuel cell) 
starts and accelerates to a level sufficient provide the 

5 DC voltage. The system may also include switching de- 
vices for providing uninterruptible power to a critical 
load, while permitting a noncritical load to be subjected 
to a fault-condition on the utility-provided AC power sig- 
nal for a short period oftime, before switching to receive 

10 power from the inverter output. 

[0006] In one example : this document discusses a 
system providing AC electrical power to a first load in- 
cludes a generator. An inverter includes an inverter input 
coupled to the generator output and an inverter output 

15 adapted to be coupled to the first load device. The sys- 
tem also includes an energy storage device and a first 
DC-to-DC converter circuit. An input of the first convert- 
er is coupled to the energy storage device. An output of 
the first converter is coupled to the inverter input. An 

20 energy supply circuit provides an energy supply circuit 
output coupled to the energy storage device. The ener- 
gy supply circuit input is coupled to a power source se- 
lected from at least one of a utility-provided AC power 
source outside of the system and the generator output. 

25 [0007] In another example, this document discusses 
a method of providing an electrical AC output signal to 
a first load. In this method, a first approximately DC volt- 
age is generated from a fuel. The first DC voltage is 
modulated into the AC output signal. The AC output sig- 

30 nal is provided to the first load. A limited amount of en- 
ergy is transferred from an energy storage device onto 
the first DC voltage. The energy amount is substantially 
limited to that needed to maintain the first DC voltage at 
a first predetermined DC voltage value while the first 

35 load draws surge power AC output signal. 

[0008] In another example, this document discusses 
a method of providing AC electrical power to a first load. 
In this method, a first load is decoupled from a utility- 
provided AC power source upon detecting a fault con- 

40 dition at the utility-provided AC power sou rce, A DC volt- 
age is modulated to provide backup AC power. The 
backup AC power is coupled to the first load when the 
first load is decoupled from the utility-provided AC power 
source. The generator is turned on to provide energy to 

45 the DC voltage. Energy is transferred from an energy 
storage device to the DC voltage during a time from the 
turning on of the generator to a time at which the gen- 
erator is supplying sufficient power to maintain the DC 
voltage at a first predetermined voltage value. Other as- 

50 pects of the invention will be apparent on reading the 
following detailed description and viewing the drawings 
that form a part thereof. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

55 

[0009] In the drawings, which are offered by way of 
example, and not by way of limitation, and which are not 
necessarily drawn to scale, like numerals describe sub- 
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stantially similar components throughout the several 
views. Like numerals having different letter suffixes rep- 
resent different instances of substantially similar com- 
ponents. 

[001 0] Figure 1 is a schematic/block diagram illustrat- 
ing generally one example of a local power generation 
system that includes, among other things, an enhanced 
immunity to drawn power variations by load. 
[0011] Figure 2 is a schematic/block diagram illustrat- 
ing generally an alternate example of the system in 
which a rectifier and converter double as an energy sup- 
ply circuit. 

[0012] Figure 3 is a schematic/block diagram illustrat- 
ing generally an alternate example of the system used 
with a utility-provided AC power source in an uninter- 
ruptible power supply (UPS) application. 
[001 3] Figure 4 is a schematic/block diagram illustrat- 
ing generally an alternate example of the system in an 
uninterruptible power supply (UPS) application that in- 
cludes a critical load, for which uninterrupted power is 
desired, and a noncritical load, which accepts a short 
power interruption. 

[001 4] Figure 5 is a schematic/block diagram illustrat- 
ing generally an alternative example of the system in 
Figure 1 (orthe other Figures), in which a DC-to-DC con- 
verter is interposed between the output of the rectifier 
and the input of the inverter. 

[001 5] Figure 6 is a schematic/block diagram illustrat- 
ing generally an alternative example of the system in 
which the generator includes a fuel cell alternative to an 
engine-generator. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0016] The following detailed description refers to the 
accompanying drawings which form a part hereof. 
These drawings show, by way of illustration, specific 
embodiments of practicing the invention. This document 
describes these embodiments in sufficient detail to en- 
able those skilled in the art to practice the invention. One 
should understand that the embodiments may be com- 
bined, other embodiments may be utilized, or structural, 
logical and/or electrical changes may be made without 
departing from the scope of the present invention. The 
following detailed description is, therefore, not to be tak- 
en in a limiting sense, and the scope of the present in- 
vention is defined by the appended claims and their 
equivalents. 

[001 7] Figure 1 is a schematic/block diagram illustrat- 
ing generally one example of a local power generation 
system 100 that includes, among other things, an en- 
hanced immunity to drawn power variations by load 102. 
In this example, system 100 includes a generator 104, 
rectifier 106, and an inverter 108. In one example, gen- 
erator 104 is a variable-speed generator powered by, 
for example, a gasoline engine/a diesel engine, a re- 
ciprocating internal combustion engine, a gas turbine, a 
steam turbine, a Sterling engine, or a rotary engine. 



Generator 104 provides a multi-phase AC generator 
output coupled, at node/bus 110, to an input of rectifier 
106. Rectifier 106 includes a unidirectional current flow 
device, such as a diode associated with each individual 
5 phase leg of node/bus 110. Rectifier 106 converts the 
AC input signal at node/bus 110 to a rectified approxi- 
mately DC output signal, which is provided at a rectifier 
output coupled at node/bus 112 to an input of inverter 
108. Inverter 108 converts the DC signal at its input, at 
10 node/bus 112, to a one-phase, two-phase, or three- 
phase AC signal provided at an inverter output coupled 
at node/bus 114 to load 102. In one example, inverter 
108 includes a pulsewidth-modulated (PWM) switched- 
mode bridge circuit. 
'5 [0018] System 100 also includes an energy storage 
device 116, a converter 118, and an energy supply cir- 
cuit 120. Energy supply circuit 120 includes an output, 
at node/bus 1 22, that provides energy to energy storage 
device 116. In this example, energy supply circuit 120 
20 includes a diode rectifier having an input, at node/bus 
110, to receive AC power from the output of generator 
104. Energy storage device 116, in this example, in- 
cludes a capacitor to store electrical energy. In one ex- 
ample, the capacitor is an electrochemical capacitor cell 
25 (also referred to as an ultracapacitor or supercapacitor). 
The electrochemical capacitor includes a dielectric layer 
that forms naturally in its electrolyte when an voltage is 
applied. Because the dielectric may form in a very thin 
double layer on the surface of the capacitor's elec- 
30 trodes, such an example of an electrochemical capaci- 
tor is sometimes referred to as a double layer capacitor 
(DLC). Although referred to in the art and herein as an 
electrochemical capacitor, charge storage occurs elec- 
trostatically. Other examples of energy storage device 
35 116 include a rechargeable battery or any other suitable 
device for storing energy in any form and providing an 
electrical energy output at node/bus 122. 
[0019] In the example of Figure 1 , because the oper- 
ating voltage needed at the inverter input at node/bus 
40 112 may differ from that obtained at node/bus 122 from 
energy storage device 116, a switched-mode or other 
converter between these nodes/buses performs a DC- 
to-DC voltage conversion, if needed. In one example, in 
which inverter 108 delivers a 60 Hz, 139V rms (line-to- 
^5 neutral)/240V rms (line-to-line) magnitude three-phase 
AC signal at node/bus 114 to load 102, an inverter DC 
input voltage of about 400V is required at node 112. In 
this example, energy storage device 112 is an electro- 
chemical capacitor storing a DC voltage at node/bus 
50 122 that is approximately between 105V and 210V. 
Therefore, in this example, a step-up or boost DC-to-DC 
converter 118 performs the upward voltage translation 
to generate the about 400V needed at node/bus 1 12 to 
operate inverter 108. 
55 [0020] In operation, while the power drawn by load 
102 remains stable, generator 104 provides such power 
through rectifier 106 and inverter 108. During at least a 
portion of such a time period, energy supply circuit 120 
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stores energy in energy storage device 116. However, 
when the power drawn by load 102 increases faster than 
generator 104 can accelerate to accommodate the in- 
crease (referred to as "surge power"), converter 118 
transfers at least a portion of the energy in energy stor- 
age device 116 to the inverter input at node/bus 112 to 
maintain a sufficient DC voltage there. Because the re- 
sponse of converter 118 is faster than the acceleration 
response of generator 104, system 100 provides im- 
proved load pickup when a motor in load 102 is turned 
on, when other loads are switched into parallel with load 
102, or when the power drawn by load 102 is otherwise 
abruptly increased. Energy storage device 116 is sized 
to provide enough energy storage capacity to maintain 
the DC voltage at node/bus 112 until the speed of gen- 
erator 104 increases sufficiently to maintain the DC volt- 
age at node/bus 112. 

[0021] Figure 2 is a schematic/block diagram illustrat- 
ing generally an alternate example of system 100 in 
which rectifier 106 and converter 118 double as energy 
supply circuit 120. In this example, converter 118 oper- 
ates bidirectionally. Generator 104 runs at a speed suf- 
ficient to maintain the DC voltage at node/bus 112 while 
delivering steady-state power to load 102, and while 
converter 118 stores energy in energy storage device 
1 1 6 by downwardly translating the voltage level at node/ 
bus 112. Then, when the power drawn by load 102 in- 
creases more rapidly than generator 104 and rectifier 
106 can sustain the DC voltage at node/bus 112, con- 
verter 118 transfers energy from energy storage device 
116 to node/bus 112 by performing a boost voltage 
translation. During this time, generator104 accelerates 
to the speed needed to accommodate the increased 
power drawn by load 102. 

[0022] Figure 3 is a schematic/block diagram illustrat- 
ing generally an alternate example of system 100 used 
with a utility-provided AC powers :>urce at node/bus 300, 
for example, in an uninterruptible power supply (UPS) 
application. This example includes a solid-state or other 
switch 302 for coupling the utility-provided AC power 
signal at node/bus 300 to load 102 (via node/bus 303) 
when no fault is present on the utility-provided AC power 
signal. One example of switch 302 is a pair of back-to- 
back thyristors (also referred to as silicon-controlled rec- 
tifiers (SCRs)). The anode of the first thyristor is coupled 
to the cathode of the second thyristor of the pair; the 
anode of the second thyristor is coupled to the cathode 
of the first thyristor. This back-to-back configuration pro- 
vides bidirectional conduction. The thyristors include a 
control gate turned on by a trigger signal. The thyristors 
turn off upon a zero-cross of the conducted signal. Sys- 
tem 100 also includes a fault detector 304. Fault detec- 
tor 304 includes an input coupled at node/bus 300 to the 
utility-provided AC power signal. Fault detector 304 de- 
tects a fault condition on the utility-provided AC power 
signal. In one example, the fault condition includes an 
undervoltage (including a complete absence of line volt- 
age) on one or more phase legs of node/bus 300 lasting 



for predetermined period of time. In one example, the 
predetermined period of time triggering a fault condition 
is less than or equal to the time associated with Yz. cycle 
of the utility-provided AC power signal. For example, for 

5 a 60 Hz two-phase utility-provided AC power signal hav- 
ing a period of about 1 6.6 milliseconds, the fault condi- 
tion trigger period may be approximately between 0 mil- 
liseconds and 8.3 milliseconds. Other examples of fault 
conditions include an excessive voltage, or an exces- 

10 sive or insufficient frequency for the same or a different 
fault condition trigger period. Fault detector 304 also in- 
cludes an output, indicative of the presence or absence 
of the fault condition, which is provided at node/bus 306 
to a control terminal of switch 302 to turn-off switch 302 

*5 when the fault condition is present. Switch 302 turns off 
either asynchronously or, alternatively, synchronized to 
a zero-crossing of the utility-provided AC power signal 
at node/bus 300. Turning off the utility-provided AC pow- 
er signal isolates load 102 from the utility-provided AC 

20 power signal at node/bus 300 when the fault condition 
is present. Fault detector 304 also delivers, at node/bus 
306, its output signal indicative of the fault condition to 
a control input of inverter 108. This turns on inverter 108 
when the fault condition is present on the utility-provided 

25 AC power signal, such that inverter 108 then operates 
to provide backup AC power at node/bus 114 to load 
102. Inverter 108 turns on either asynchronously or, al- 
ternatively, synchronized to a zero-crossing of the utility- 
provided AC power signal at node/bus 300. 

30 [0023] In the example of Figure 3, the output at node/ 
bus 306 of fault detector 304, which is indicative of a 
fault condition on the utility-provided AC power signal at 
node/bus 300, is also coupled to an input of a timer/de- 
lay circuit 308. An outpui of timer 308 is coupled to gen- 

35 erator 104 to start generator 104 after the fault condition 
is continuously present for a predetermined period of 
time (for example, 3 seconds). In this example, energy 
supply circuit 120 includes two diode-coupled inputs for 
receiving AC electrical power. The first input is diode- 

40 coupled to the generator output at node/bus 1 1 0, for re- 
ceiving AC electrical power when the fault condition is 
present and generator 110 is running and providing suf- 
ficient AC electrical power to forward-bias the corre- 
sponding coupling diode(s) which, in one example, in- 

45 eludes an anode coupled to the generator output at 
node/bus 110. The second input of energy supply circuit 
120 is diode-coupled to the utility-provided AC power 
source at node/bus 300 for receiving AC electrical pow- 
er when the fault condition is not present and the utility- 

50 provided AC power source is providing sufficient AC 
electrical power to forward-bias the corresponding cou- 
pling diode(s) which, in one example, includes an anode 
coupled to the utility-provided AC power source at node/ 
bus 300. 

55 [0024] Thus, in one example of operation, system 100 
transfers utility-provided AC power to load 102 through 
switch 302 when no fault condition exists. During this 
time, utility-provided AC power is also used to store en- 
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ergy in energy storage device 116. When a fault condi- 
tion exists for a predetermined period of time (e.g., less 
than or equal to % cycle of the utility-provided AC power 
signal), switch 302 isolates load 102 from the utility-pro- 
vided AC power source, and inverter 1 08 then provides 5 
power to load 102. If the fault condition persists for a 
predetermined period of time (e.g., between about 0.5 
second and about 5 seconds, such as about a 3 second 
delay), generator 104 is started. In one example, gen- 
erator 104 becomes capable of maintaining the needed 10 
DC voltage at node/bus 112 and supporting energy sup- 
ply circuit 120 within about seven seconds after being 
started. Energy storage device 116 is sized to provide 
sufficient energy storage capacity to maintain the DC 
voltage at node/bus 112 during the delay period before 15 
generator 104 starts and during the subsequent delay 
period while the generator accelerates to a speed capa- 
ble of maintaining the needed DC voltage at node/bus 
112 and supporting energy supply circuit 120 (e.g., a 
total delay period of between about 0.5 second and 20 
about 60 seconds, such as about 10 seconds). In one 
such illustrative example, in which load 102 draws 25 
kVAforthe 1 0 second example period referred to above, 
the energy storage capacity of energy storage device 
116 is about 31 3 kJ (assuming an 80% system efficiency 25 
between energy stored in energy storage device 116 
and energy provided at node 1 14 to load 102). After the 
fault condition on the utility-provided AC power signal at 
node/bus 300 ceases, inverter 108 and generator 104 
turn off, and switch 302 turns on to synchronously or 30 
asynchronously recouple the utility-provided AC power 
at node/bus 300 to load 102. In one example : however, 
generator 104 and inverter 108 momentarily continue to 
operate synchronously in parallel with the utility-provid- 
ed AC power source to ensure that power is delivered 35 
to first load 102 without interruption, then turn off. In one 
example, the recoupling is delayed until energy storage 
device 116 has been recharged. In a further example, 
the recoupling is also delayed for a predetermined delay 
period from the ceasing of the fault condition and/or the 40 
recharging of energy storage device 116. 
[0025] Figure 4 is a schematic/block diagram illustrat- 
ing generally an alternate example of system 100 in an 
uninterruptible power supply (UPS) application that in- 
cludes a critical load 400A (e.g., computer equipment, 45 
etc.), for which uninterrupted power is desired, and a 
noncritical load 400B (e.g., lights, etc.), which accepts 
a short power interruption. In this example, system 100 
is coupled to critical load 400A at node 402, and to non- 
critical load 400B at node 404. A transfer switch 406 so 
couples noncritical load 404 either to the utility-provided 
AC power signal at node/bus 300 or, alternatively, to re- 
ceive backup AC power from the inverter output at node/ 
bus 408. In this example, system 100 includes a timer/ 
delay circuit 410 having an input coupled, at node/bus 55 
306, to the output of fault detector 304, which indicates 
whether the utility-provided AC power signal at node/ 
bus 300 exhibits the fault condition. An output of timer/ 



delay circuit 41 0 is coupled, at node/bus 41 2, to a control 
input of transfer switch 406. The backup AC power pro- 
vided by the output of inverter 108, at node/bus 408, is 
coupled by switch 41 4, via node/bus 402, to critical load 
400A. 

[0026] In operation, when no fault condition exists at 
the utility-provided AC power signal, both critical load 
400A and noncritical load 400B are coupled to receive 
their AC power from the utility-provided AC power 
source at node/bus 300; switches 302 and 414 are both 
on, and transfer switch 406 conducts between node/bus 
300 and node/bus 404. When the fault condition ap- 
pears, critical load 400A substantially immediately 
switches over to receive AC power from the output of 
inverter 108; switch 302 turns off (e.g., within Vz cycle of 
the fault condition appearing). However, noncritical load 
400B remains coupled to the utility provided AC power 
signal at node/bus 300. Therefore, noncritical load 400B 
is subjected to the fault condition (e.g., undervoltage, 
complete failure, etc.) As discussed above, if the fault 
condition continuously persists for a delay period (e.g., 
about three seconds) , timer 308 turns on generator 104. 
After a short delay period sufficient for generator 1 04 to 
accelerate to enough speed to maintain the DC voltage 
at node/bus 112, so that inverter 108 can provide AC 
power to critical load 400A, noncritical load 400B, and 
energy supply circuit 120 (e.g., about seven additional 
seconds), then transfer switch 406 couples noncritical 
load 400 to receive AC power from the inverter output 
at node/bus 408. Energy supply circuit 1 20, which in one 
example is diode-coupled to node/bus 110, as dis- 
cussed above, then draws input AC powerf rom the gen- 
erator output at node/bus 110. After the utility-provided 
AC power source's fault condition ceases, critical load 
400A and noncritical load 400B are synchronously or 
asynchronously recoupled to node/bus 300 to again re- 
ceive the utility-provided AC power; switch 302 turns on, 
and switch 406 recouples node/bus 404 to node/bus 
300. In one example, the recoupling is delayed until en- 
ergy storage device 116 has been recharged. In a fur- 
ther example, the recoupling is also delayed for a pre- 
determined delay period from the ceasing of the fault 
condition and/or the recharging of energy storage de- 
vice 116. Generator 104 and inverter 108 then turn off. 
In one example, however, generator 104 and inverter 
108 momentarily continue to operate synchronously in 
parallel with the utility-provided AC power source to en- 
sure that power is delivered to first load 102 without in- 
terruption , then turn off. Energy supply circuit 1 20, which 
in one example is diode-coupled to each of node/bus 
110 and node/bus 300, then resumes drawing its input 
AC power from the utility-provided AC power signal at 
node/bus 300. 

[0027] In a further example, system 100 optionally in- 
cludes an additional switch 416 interposed between 
node/bus 402 and node/bus 404. Turning on switch 416 
couples critical load 400A and noncritical load 400B in 
parallel. In one example, this allows uninterrupted pow- 
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er delivery to noncriticai load 400B as well as critical 
load 400A. However, power to noncriticai load 400B is 
typically delivered through transfer switch 406. Switch 
416 also provides a redundant power supplying path to 
noncriticai load 400B, such as in the event that switch 5 
406 fails in an open position. This further enhances the 
reliability of power delivery. In another example, by turn- 
ing on switch 416 and turning off switch 414, both loads 
can be coupled to the utility- provided AC power source 
at node/bus 300, so that maintenance can be performed 
on the other components of system 100. 
[0028] In other examples, system 100 includes a DC- 
to-DC converter 500 interposed between the output of 
rectifier 106 and node 112, as illustrated generally by 
the schematic/block diagram of Figures (which modifies 
the example of Figure 1). Converter 500 is used when 
generator 104 and rectifier 106 do not produce the de- 
sired value of DC voltage at node/bus 112 to operate 
inverter 108. In one example, converter 500 is a boost 
converter used to increase the substantially DC voltage 
provided by the output of rectifier 1 06 to the level desired 
at node 112 to operate inverter 108. However, another 
implementation may require a downward voltage con- 
version. Converter 500 could similarly be used in the 
other illustrated examples of this document. In an alter- 
native embodiment, converter 500 provides an upward 
or downward voltage translation, but need not be a DC- 
to-DC converter. In one example, a AC-to-AC voltage 
boosting converter 500 (e.g., a transformer) is inter- 
posed between generator 104 and rectifier 106 in Fig- 
ures 1 - 4. In another example, a transformer-based or 
other AC-to-DC voltage boosting and rectifying convert- 
er 500 is substituted for rectifier 106 in Figures 1-4. 
[0029] Figure 5 also illustrates an alternative example 
of energy supply circuit 120, which includes a rectifier 
505, a switch 510, and a regulator circuit 515 that in- 
cludes a voltage-sensing comparator used to control 
switch 510. In this example, an input of rectifier 505 is 
coupled at node 110 to an AC power output of generator 
1 04. Rectifier 520 is coupled to energy storage device 
116 through switch 510. In this example, an output of 
rectifier 505 provides a substantially DC voltage cou- 
pled, at node/bus 520, to a first conduction terminal of 
switch 520. A second conduction terminal of switch 520 
is coupled at node/bus 122 to energy storage device 
116. A voltage-sensing input of regulator circuit 515 is 
also coupled at node/bus 122 to energy storage device 
116. An output of regulator circuit 515 is coupled to a 
control terminal of switch 510. 

[0030] In operation, regulator circuit 515 regulates the 
stored voltage at node/bus 122 to a desired value. Reg- 
ulator circuit 515 senses the voltage at node/bus 122, 
and compares it to the desired value. If the voltage at 
node/bus 122 is less than the desired value, regulator 
circuit 51 5 issues a control signal to the control terminal 
of switch 510 to close switch 510; otherwise switch 510 
is open. When switch 510 is closed, energy supply cir- 
cuit 120 supplies energy to energy storage device 116, 



thereby increasing the voltage at node/bus 1 22. This ex- 
ample of energy supply circuit 120 need not be diode- 
coupled to generator 104, as discussed above. Howev- 
er, it may include diode(s) in rectifier 505. This example 
of energy supply circuit 120 could similarly be used in 
the other illustrated examples of this document. 
[0031 ] Some of the Figures in this document, discuss 
their load pickup and UPS applications in terms of using 
a generator 104 such as a variable-speed engine gen- 
erator. However, system 100 is not so limited. Both the 
load pickup and UPS techniques discussed above sim- 
ilarly apply to a system 100 in which generator 104 is a 
substantially constant speed engine generator. In one 
such example, the constant speed generator must be 
sized to run at a speed that provides sufficient output 
power to meet the maximum power draw requirements 
of load 102. If load 102 draws surge power beyond that 
being provided by a constant speed generator, system 
100 can assist in momentarily providing such surge 
power. This, in turn, assists in maintaining a constant 
engine generator speed while accommodating the in- 
creased power drawn by the load. Similarly, in the UPS 
applications discussed herein, generator 104 may be a 
variable-speed generator or a substantially constant 
speed generator. 

[0032] Figure 6 is a schematic/block diagram illustrat- 
ing generally an alternative example of system 100, in 
which generator 104 is implemented as a fuel cell 600, 
rather than as the variable-speed engine generator dis- 
cussed above. Fuel cell 600 outputs a substantially DC 
voltage, at node/bus 605, which is received at an input 
of DC-to-DC converter 610. Converter 610 includes an 
output that provides the desired DC voltage at node/bus 
1 1 2. In one example, converter 61 0 is a boost converter 
that provides a greater output voltage, at node/bus 112, 
than its input voltage at node/bus 605. Another DC- 
to-DC converter 615 routes energy from fuel cell 600 to 
energy storage device 116 for storage therein. Convert- 
er 61 5 converts the substantially DC voltage at its input, 
at node/bus 605, to the appropriate regulated substan- 
tially DC voltage at its output, at node/bus 122. 
[0033] Operation of system 100 as illustrated in Fig- 
ure 6 is analogous to that described with respect to Fig- 
ure 1 , in which the speed of a variable-speed engine 
generator was adjusted to increase or decrease its en- 
ergy output to accommodate changes in power drawn 
by load 102. Similarly, in Figure 6, the reaction rate of 
fuel cell 600 can be increased or decreased to adjust its 
energy input. Acceleration of the reaction rate of fuel cell 
600, however, is typically slowerthan the response time 
of converter 118. Therefore, if the power drawn by load 
102 increases suddenly, converter 118 extracts energy 
from energy storage device 116 to maintain the needed 
voltage at node/bus 112 while the reaction of fuel cell 
600 accelerates to accommodate the new power draw 
of load 102. Similarly, where the power drawn by load 
102 decreases faster than the reaction of fuel cell 600 
can be slowed, converter 118 may operate in the oppo- 
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site direction, to move excess energy at node/bus 112 
to node/bus 122 for storage in energy storage device 
116. Fuel cell 605 can similarly substitute for a variable- 
speed engine generator in any of the other illustrated 
examples in this document. 5 
[0034] It is to be understood that the above descrip- 
tion is intended to be illustrative, and not restrictive. For 
example, the above-discussed embodiments may be 
used in combination with each other. Many other em- 
bodiments will be apparent to those of skill in the art up- 1 o 
on reviewing the above description. The scope of the 
invention should, therefore, be determined with refer- 
ence to the appended claims, along with the full scope 
of equivalents to which such claims are entitled. In the 
appended claims, the terms "including" and "in which" is 
are used as the plain-English equivalents of the respec- 
tive terms "comprising" and "wherein." Moreover, the 
terms "first," "second," and "third," etc. are used merely 
as labels, and are not intended to impose numerical re- 
quirements on their objects. 20 



Claims 

1 . A system for providing AC electrical power to a first 25 
load device, the system including: 

a generator, including a generator output; 
an inverter circuit, including an inverter input 
and an inverter output, the inverter input cou- 30 
pled to the generator output, the inverter output 
adapted to be coupled to the first load device; 
an energy storage device; 
a first DC-to-DC converter circuit, including a 
first converter input and a first converter output, 35 
the first converter input coupled to the energy 
storage device, and the first converter output 
coupled to the inverter input; and 
an energy supply circuit, including an energy 
supply circuit input and an energy supply circuit 40 
output, the energy supply circuit output coupled 
to the energy storage device, the energy supply 
circuit input coupled to a power source that is 
selected from at least one of a utility-provided 
AC power source o utside of the system and the 
generator output. 

2. The system of claim 1 , in which the generator in- 
cludes at least one of a fuel cell and an engine gen- 
erator. 50 

3. The system of claim 2, in which the engine gener- 
ator is at least one of a variable speed engine gen- 
erator and a constant speed engine generator. 

55 

4. The system of claim 1 , further including a first rec- 
tifier coupled in series between the generator output 
and the inverter input, the first rectifier having a first 



rectifier input and a first rectifier output, the first rec- 
tifier input coupled to the generator output. 

5. The system of claim 4, further including a second 
DC-to-DC converter coupled in series between the 
first rectifier and the first inverter, the second DC- 
to-DC converter having a second converter input 
and a second converter output, the second convert- 
er input coupled to the first rectifier output, and the 
second converter output coupled to the inverter in- 
put. . 

6. The system of claim 4, further including an AC- 
to-AC voltage converter coupled in series between 
the generator output and the first rectifier input. 

7. The system of claim 1 , further including a third DC- 
to-DC converter coupled in series between the gen- 
erator output and the inverter input, the third DC- 
to-DC converter including a third converter input 
and a third converter output, the third converter in- 
put coupled to the generator output and the third 
converter output coupled to the inverter input. 

8. The system of claim 1 , in which the energy storage 
device includes at least one of a capacitor and a 
rechargeable battery. 

9. The system of claim 8, in which the capacitor in- 
cludes an electrochemical capacitor. 

10. The system of claim 1 , in which the first DC-to-DC 
converter includes a step-up DC-to-DC converter 
converting a lower voltage received at the first con- 
verter input from the energy storage device to a 
higher voltage provided by the first converter output 
to the inverter input. 

11 . The system of claim 1 , in which the energy supply 
circuit includes a second rectifier that includes: 

a first diode, having an anode coupled to the 
generator output; and 

a second diode, having an anodecoupledtothe 
utility-provided AC power source. 

12. The system of claim 1, in which the energy supply 
circuit includes a fourth DC-to-DC converter, having 
a fourth converter input and a fourth converter out- 
put, the fourth converter input coupled to the gen- 
erator output, and the fourth converter output cou- 
pled to the energy storage device. 

13. The system of claim 1, in which the energy supply 
circuit includes: 

a second rectifier, having a second rectifier in- 
put coupled to at least one of the generator out- 
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put and the utility-provided AC power source, 
the second rectifier having a second rectifier 
output; 

a switch , coupling the second rectifier output to 
the energy storage device, the switch including 
a control terminal; and 

a regulator circuit, coupled to the energy stor- 
age device to sense a voltage, and coupled to 
the control circuit of the switch to regulate con- 
duction of the switch to maintain a predeter- 
mined voltage at the energy storage device. 

14. The system of claim 1 , in which the energy storage 
device includes an energy storage capacity that is 
limited to an approximate energy needed to approx- 
imately maintain a steady voltage at the inverter in- 
put when a motor within the first load device is start- 
ed and draws surge power from the inverter output. 

15. The system of claim 1 , in which the energy storage 
device includes an energy storage capacity that is 
limited to an approximate energy needed to approx- 
imately maintain a steady voltage at the inverter in- 
put during a first time period in which the engine 
generator is started and until the generator output 
reaches a steady-state output voltage sufficient to 
maintain the voltage at the inverter input. 

16. The system of claim 1 5, in which the first time period 
also includes a waiting period before the engine 
generator is started. 

17. The system of claim 16, in which the waiting period 
is between about 0.5 second and about 5 seconds. 

18. The system of claim 17, in which the waiting period 
is about 3 seconds. 

19. The system of claim 1 , in which the energy storage 
device includes an energy storage capacity that is 
limited to an approximate energy needed to approx- 
imately maintain a steady voltage at the inverter in- 
put for an interim time that is between about 0.5 sec- 
onds and about 60 seconds. 

20. The system of claim 19, in which the interim time is 
about 10 seconds. 

21. The system of claim 1, further including: 

a first switch, coupled between the utility-pro- 
vided AC power source and the inverter output, 
the first switch including a first switch-control in- 
put; and 

a fault condition detector circuit, coupled to the 
utility-provided AC power source to detect a 
fault condition of the utility-provided AC power 
source, the detector circuit including a detector 



output coupled to the first switch -control input 
to operate the first switch to isolate the inverter 
output and the first load device from the utility- 
provided AC power source when the fault con- 
5 dition is detected. 

22. The system of claim 21 , in which the fault condition 
includes an at least % cycle undervoltage of the util- 
ity-provided AC power source. 

10 

23. The system of claim 21 , in which the inverter circuit 
includes a synchronization circuit to synchronize a 
signal at the inverter output to the utility-provided 
AC power source. 

15 

24. The system of claim 23, in which the synchroniza- 
tion circuit operates to synchronize the signal at the 
inverter output to the utility- provided AC power 
source at least after the first switch isolates the first 

20 load from the utility-provided AC power source. 

25. The system of claim 21 , in which the fault detector 
output provides a control signal to the first switch- 
control input to operate the first switch to recouple 

25 the first load to the utility-provided AC power source 
after the fault detector detects the ceasing of the 
fault condition at the AC power source. 

26. The system of claim 25, in which the inverter mo- 
30 mentarily operates synchronously in parallel with 

the recoupled utility-provided AC power source to 
avoid a momentary break in power to the first load 
during the recoupling. 

35 27. The system of claim 25, in which the fault detector 
output provides a control signal to the first switch- 
control input to operate the first switch to recouple 
the first load to the utility-provided AC power source 
after the fault detector detects the ceasing of the 

40 fault condition at the AC power source, and after the 
energy storage device has been recharged for a 
predetermined delay period. 

28. The system of claim 25, in which the inverter circuit 
45 includes a synchronization circuit to synchronize a 
signal at the inverter output to the utility provided 
AC power source before the first load is recoupled 
to the utility-provided AC power source. 

50 29. The system of claim 1 , further providing power to a 
second load device, and further including a second 
switch, having first and second states, the second 
switch conductively coupling the second load to the 
utility-provided AC power source when the second 

55 switch is in the first state, the second switch con- 
ductively coupling the second load to the inverter 
output when the second switch is in the second 
state. 
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30. The system of claim 29, in which the generator is 
coupled to the second switch to provide a control 
signal transitioning the second switch from the first 
state to the second state after the generator has 
been turned on and is capable of maintaining the 
inverter input at a predetermined sufficient voltage. 

31. The system of claim 29, further including a timer 
coupled to the generator and the second switch, the 
timer including a timer output coupled to the second 
switch to provide a control signal to transition the 
second switch from the first state to the second 
state at a predetermined time after the generator 
has been turned on. 

32. The system of claim 29, further including: 

a third switch , coupling the inverter output to the 
first load; and 

afourth switch, coupling the second load in par- 
allel with the first load. 

33. A method of providing an electrical AC output signal 
to a first load, the method including: 

generating a first approximately DC voltage 
from a fuel; 

modulating the first DC voltage into the AC out- 
put signal; 

providing the AC output signal to the first load; 
and 

transferring a limited amount of energy from an 
energy storage device onto the first DC voltage, 
in which the energy amount is substantially lim- 
ited to that needed to maintain the first DC volt- 
age at a first predetermined DC voltage value 
while the first load draws surge power AC out- 
put signal. 

34. The method of claim 33, in which the transferring 
includes converting a second DC voltage value pro- 
vided by the energy storage device to the first pre- 
determined DC voltage value. 

35. The method of claim 33, further including transfer- 
ring energy to the energy storage device from at 
least one of: 

an generator-provided power source; and 
a utility-provided AC power source. 

36. A method of providing AC electrical power to a first 
load, the method including: 

decoupling the first load from a utility-provided 
AC power source upon detecting a fault condi- 
tion at the utility-provided AC power source; 
modulating a DC voltage to provide backup AC 



power; 

coupling the backup AC power to the first load 
when the first load is decoupled from the utility- 
provided AC power source; 
5 turning on an generator to provide energy to the 

DC voltage; and 

transferring energy from an energy storage de- 
vice to the DC voltage during a time from the 
turning on of the generator to a time at which 
10 the generator is supplying sufficient power to 

maintain the DC voltage at a first predeter- 
mined voltage value. 

37. The method of claim 36, in which the decoupling the 
15 first load includes triggering the decoupling by de- 
tecting a zero-cross of the utility-provided AC power 
source. 

38. The method of claim 36, in which the detecting the 
20 fault condition includes detecting an at least 14 cycle 

undervoltage of the utility-provided AC power 
source. 

39. The method of claim 36, in which the transferring 
25 energy from the energy storage device includes 

DC-to-DC converting a second voltage value pro- 
vided by the energy storage device to the first pre- 
determined voltage value of the DC voltage. 

30 40. The method of claim 36, further including transfer- 
ring energy to the energy storage device from at 
least one of: 

the generated power from the generator; and 
35 the utility-provided AC power source. 

41. The method of claim 36, further including transfer- 
ring a second load from the utility provided-AC pow- 
er source to the backup AC power from the modu- 
lo lated DC voltage after a time at which the generator 

is supplying sufficient power to maintain the DC 
voltage at a first predetermined voltage value. 

42. The method of claim 36, in which the modulating 
45 the DC voltage to provide backup AC power to the 

first load includes synchronizing the backup AC 
power to the utility-provided AC power source at 
least upon the decoupling of the first load from the 
utility-provided AC power source. 

50 

43. The method of claim 36, further including: 

detecting a ceasing of the fault condition at the 
utility- provided AC power source; and 
55 recoupling the first load to the utility-provided 

AC power source. 

44. The method of claim 43, in which the recoupling fol- 
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lows the detecting the ceasing of the fault condition 
and a recharging of the energy storage device. 

45. The method of claim 43, further including synchro- 
nizing the backup AC power to the utility-provided 5 
AC power source before the recoupling the first load 

to the utility-provided AC power source. 

46. The method of claim 43, further including decou- 
pling the first load from the backup AC power. 10 

47. The method of claim 45, in which the decoupling 
follows an operating the backup AC power synchro- 
nously in parallel with the utility-provided AC power 
source momentarily to avoid a break in power to the 15 
first load. 
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